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Jaturi Jomes, a sophomore
at Mot West High Schodl m

Oakiand, bas fomd = summer
1ok, coe that not only prowdes
dncreheid bt aivsddrodue
mg him to : newworld of adio
production, podeasts, scund
boards and media jommalism.
“It's bmda new w0 me. he sand,
but be 15 eathusiashic about 1t.
“l’mt'_'.rm,: out zew things be-
Ig open midec ™

Jakan iz ane ol about 20 0ak-
land hugh schoo. stadents whe
e participating in the Sum-
mer Mediz Insnfuee 2t Youth
Radic, des:zned to teach tiem
state-of-art meda techmgues,
25 well a5 provide werk readi-
ness framing, leadership devel-
spmant and academm: support
o hielp them became more sue-
cexsful m thear smadves.

The mshtute receives fed-
eral stimulys firuding provid-
#d by the Amercan Lecovary
and Bemrestment Act and
dizpersed twoueh the Oak and
Workforce Investment Board
(WIB)

The zoal of this year's am-
mer joba progam noonly fo
provide work %o an unpuee-
edented nmmber of Oakiand
vouth — nearly 1100, ages
JERR iLn to mquanﬁ
tha number of Incal noaprofit
agencies that become mvo.ved
oo deloksieit will
young peaple.

A valal of 1Y dpnicins i

From laft to nght: hll.r]:in;ﬂni1, Oth grader urFﬁmu-lt; Jabari Jones, sophomors i
Met West High: and Jameen Kelley, freshman st SE City Colleze. Photo by Cene Hazzard.

cludmg Youth Racio at 1701
Breadwry in Oakland, vwere se-
lactad tobe part of the summer
prozram by the WIB, which &
contposed of laeal business, |z
bor, educatior and communsty
leaders. The Daklind Frivate
Indnstry Counctl oversees the
penaram on hehalf of the WTH

“We'r very exoted to se
the stmnluy dellan m schion,
enatling Oakland’s vouth
obtin 25t Century job skilk
especially dunng fhese daumi-
mg eccnomuc tmes” said
Jarmda Abcanan, Youth Ra-
dio s Executrve Director

Tha mghtweel promam
combmes academics, medn
prwduction (e, dmd cow-
mmfy sarvice for low-iscome
teans. Farteipants produse and
diszemmate Oaklmd-foeused
media content meludmgweek-
lv radio broadeasts blogs, and
podcasts.

“The Summer Media Insh

tute reaches 2 severely imcer-
caployed and aften 1pmored
segmeat of Oaklind, 15 youth,
dad (e wpput lucly Lo pa (e
nacessary techmcalproficiency
aud pre-emplovment skalls fo
ootan gamful employmest,”
sud Erk Sakamoto, Youth
Radio’s Director of Youth Fro-
grams. “Through the Sumimner
Medianstitote youth e being
eacomazed fo pursue logher
education ad careen m the
media, communcations ind
technology arenas.”

Youh BRadi's zpproach
1= 50 meeessful becanse 1 15
hasad an peer-tripeer fearhing
models, sa1d Juhs Toledo, the
orzamcahion’s Education and
Caresr MmagerThe meth-
olology 1 ywth-fo-youth
teachmiz — students becoming
mfern: and mbers i bym trzm-
mg stdents. “We alsoprowde
Q08-0r-0ne academe advismg
avary waak,” Toladozad “The

advrars ;1o college sradiates
who've gone through the pro-
gtam (s partiopants).”

Ir addbon, Youth Fadio
provides workshop: and one-
on-Coe support de:ling wath
the soe1al and persomal 1vocs
of particiants. such a5 fnan-
vial Liesacy, Leallh dand nolyi-
tion, poery oud datme vio-
lenca “We fry to deal wrh all
the fungs that impact youne
people comnz mic the pro-
gram.” Tolednsad

Founded m 1952, Youth
Radio ofers o free compre-
hensive vouth development
program it its 20,000 smare
foot stye-ofthe-at media
technology center. [ addition
fo seven elassrooms and fully
equpped production studios,
tha rantet mehrdes an art par-

{ormance space and a Mind,
Body, Health Countey



